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Care, Learning and Play Policy

Children learn best in a safe, caring, and stimulating environment where they are supported by warm relationships with adults. Babies and young children thrive when they feel secure: they learn to walk faster when they have safe arms to reach for, and they learn language by having responsive adults talk with them.
We aim to provide an environment that is caring, fun, and stimulating, promoting learning across all seven EYFS Areas of Learning:
Communication and Language (CL), 
Literacy (L), 
Mathematics (M), 
Personal Social and Emotional Development (PSED), 
Physical Development (PD), 
Expressive Arts and Design (EAD), 
Understanding the World (UW).
Activities include (but are not limited to): dressing‑up, books and videos, small world toys, construction sets, pretend play, water play, arts and crafts, outings, cooking, gardening, outdoor physical play and equipment. We regularly observe and assess each child’s development to plan meaningful next steps, recorded via the Baby’s Days system.
Parents are encouraged to share activities, themes or life events they would like us to support at nursery. Daily updates are available on the app, and a full developmental journey can be viewed within the Baby’s Days Progress section.
1. Inclusion & SEND Support
We are committed to ensuring every child can participate fully in our curriculum, including those with additional needs or disabilities.
Our approach reflects duties described in The_Role_of_the_Early_Years_SENCO.pdf, including:
· Early identification of additional needs through observation and assessment
· Involving parents at every stage of the support process
· Our SENCO advising staff, coordinating strategies, and liaising with external agencies
· Ensuring reasonable adjustments and differentiated activities are available so all children can access learning
· Promoting equality of opportunity across all aspects of provision
2. Safeguarding Embedded in Daily Practice
Safeguarding is at the heart of everything we do, as outlined in Safeguarding Policy.docx.
Within Care, Learning and Play we ensure that:
· All activities are safely supervised
· Children are supported to take positive, managed risks
· Staff remain alert to signs of concern during interactions, observations or play
· The environment (indoors and outdoors) is checked daily
· Digital devices, photos, and online systems follow safe‑use guidelines
A safe, nurturing environment allows children to explore, learn and express themselves confidently.

3. Curriculum Intent, Implementation & Impact
In line with updated Ofsted expectations referenced in October Focus: Preparing for Ofsted’s New Report Card Framework:
Intent
To provide a rich, ambitious curriculum that builds strong foundations for learning, following children’s interests while ensuring progression across all 7 EYFS areas.
Implementation
· Play-based learning supported by skilled practitioners
· Carefully planned continuous provision indoors and outdoors
· Responsive interactions, modelling language, and extending learning
· Observations that inform individualised next steps
Impact
· Children develop secure knowledge and skills
· Progress is monitored through Baby’s Days
· Staff reflect and adapt provision based on outcomes and children’s needs
· 4. The Role of the Key Person
· Each child is assigned a key person who:
· Builds strong relationships with the child and family
· Supports emotional wellbeing and routine settling
· Oversees observations, assessments, and next steps
· Tailors activities to the child’s stage of development and interests
· Acts as the family’s main point of contact
This reflects EYFS expectations and reinforces high‑quality attachment-based practice.
5. Positive Behaviour & Emotional Wellbeing
We promote a nurturing, co‑regulated approach to behaviour, ensuring children feel safe, respected, and understood. Staff:
· Model positive behaviour, kindness, and empathy
· Teach routines and boundaries through consistent practice
· Support children to recognise and express emotions appropriately
· Use conflict resolution strategies such as modelling language and problem-solving
· Reinforce expected behaviours during activities and play
This aligns with Ofsted focus on “Behaviour, Attitudes & Routines”.
6. Outdoor Learning
Outdoor learning is an essential part of our curriculum. Children access the outdoors daily because outdoor experiences support physical development, problem-solving, risk management, and connection to the natural world. We ensure:
· Daily outdoor play in all weathers (with appropriate clothing)
· A range of physical opportunities (climbing, riding, balancing)
· Nature exploration (plants, seasons, wildlife)
· Opportunities for larger-scale play not possible indoors


7. Cultural Capital
We enrich children’s experiences through activities and resources that broaden their understanding of the world. This may include:
· Exposure to stories, materials, languages, and music from diverse cultures
· Celebrations of events meaningful to children and families
· Real-life experiences such as cooking, visitors, outings
· Providing experiences some children may not otherwise encounter
This supports Ofsted’s expectation that children leave us with widened knowledge and confidence.
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